
District of Texas. By the time the DEA returned the aircraft

in late October of that year, the operator was forced to close

due to the severe financial strain. 

Brown said that Addison could have avoided this fate if

it had been more diligent. “Addison thought the client was

a mortgage broker, but they never really knew,” he com-

mented. “They would never ask for any identification of the

passengers.” Brown added that the company also failed to

screen passengers’ baggage. In addition, customers would

always pay in cash, but the charter operator failed to fill out

the proper IRS and currency transaction reports. 

Brown said that charter operators should always verify a

passenger’s name and cross-reference the information with

the Transportation Security Administration’s No-Fly list.

Operators should also scrutinize baggage for weapons and

be aware of unusual flight requests. One drug trafficker told

charter operators that he was in the “hail business” and

needed to travel to areas that had been damaged by hail.

“Interestingly, he often went to places where there wasn’t

any hail damage,” Brown said.

If you’re an aircraft owner, what can you do to avoid

having your airplane chartered out to drug traffickers?

Because regulations require charter operators to maintain

operational control, you can’t do much directly. You can,

however, verify that your management company employs

good business practices and carefully screens its cus-

tomers and their passengers. If it doesn’t, the price you pay

for its negligence could be steep indeed. n

Jennifer Harrington welcomes comments and suggestions at: 
jharrington@bjtonline.com.

*Prices are for one-way flights and do not include aircraft positioning charges, fuel surcharges and other possible
expenses, such as catering and airport landing and ramp fees. Source: Air Charter Guide (www.aircharterguide.com)

AVERAGE HOURLY RATES*

National Northwest U.S.
Now Year ago Now Year ago

BELL 206 $822 $808 $801 $747

KING AIR 200 $1,247 $1,218 $1,228 $1,185

CITATION II $1,826 $1,798 $1,838 $1,757

LEARJET 35A $2,111 $2,049 $2,227 $2,108

HAWKER 800A $2,989 $2,921 $2,900 $2,800

FALCON 50 $3,686 $3,655 $3,700 $3,700

GULFSTREAM GIII $4,550 $4,513 $4,250 $4,250

the price of air charter
What you’ll pay for charter varies not only by aircraft type and model
but by region. Here are the average per-hour rates for popular aircraft
nationally and in the Northwest U.S., now and a year ago. Look for
price data for other parts of the country in future issues.

uContinued from page 62
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