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THE PRICE OF AIR CHARTER 

*Prices are for one-way flights and do not include aircraft positioning charges, 
fuel surcharges and other possible expenses, such as catering and airport landing
and ramp fees. Source: Air Charter Guide (www.aircharterguide.com)

When it comes to a hot ride, it doesn’t get much
hotter on the ground than Jessie Harris’ dragster, the
Queen of Diamonds. A 6,000-lb thrust GE J-85-5
turbojet engine powers the dragster to speeds in ex-
cess of 300 mph. A native of Rome, N.Y., Harris had
her debut in 2003 and was crowned International Hot
Rod Association World Champion, running the quar-
ter-mile in 5.16 seconds at an average speed of 304
mph. She’s pictured here at the BizJet International
exhibit at the 2006 National Business Aviation As-
sociation convention in Orlando, Fla. BizJet Inter-
national, an aviation services and aircraft engine
specialist in Tulsa, Okla., keeps the Queen of Dia-
monds’ engine purring. –K.H.

Flying on the Ground

Average Hourly Rates*
National Northeast U.S.

Now Year ago Now Year ago

Bell 206 $786 $737 $856 $767
King Air 200 $1,197 $1,140 $1,257 $1,186
Citation II $1,772 $1,694 $1,846 $1,694
Learjet 35A $2,017 $1,914 $1,952 $1,888
Hawker 800XP $2,902 $2,865 $2,921 $2,865
Falcon 50 $3,663 $3,592 $3,850 $3,735
Gulfstream III $4,441 $4,310 $4,583 $4,367

What you’ll pay for charter varies
not only by aircraft type and model
but by region. Here are the average
per-hour rates for popular aircraft
nationally and in the Northeast U.S.,
now and a year ago. Look for price
data for other parts of the country
in future issues.

““QQUUOOTTEE//
UUNNQQUUOOTTEE””

“I have no interest in jewelry. You could talk to me about
jewelry for the rest of your life. I’m not buying. But there
are very few people who [would say, ‘no’] if you said to
them, ‘Hey, would you like to have a private airplane?’
Most…people would say, ‘Yeah, I sure would if I could.’”

–NetJets CEO Richard T. Santulli, 
in The New York Times

Air Chef opened for business six
years ago with the goal of bringing
uniform standards to aircraft cater-
ing. Cofounder Paul Schweitzer
once ran the vendor-relations pro-
gram at fractional-share provider
NetJets and, in that capacity, he saw
both the great and the truly awful
when it came to catering services
afforded business jet travelers. He
likes to tell the story of one FBO’s
attempt at catering: throwing a Mc-
Donald’s bag over the airport fence.

Today, Air Chef is the largest
private aviation caterer, managing
300 to 500 orders daily around the
world. The company–which em-
ploys quality-assurance programs
such as Six Sigma–provides single-
point-of-contact service through a
network of more than 800 affili-
ates. AirChef’s 24/7 CaterLink fea-
tures multilingual teams who can
arrange to deliver food almost any-
where, even to obscure destina-
tions. Air Chef also owns or

manages kitchens in New York;
Washington, D.C.; West Palm
Beach, Jacksonville and Fort Laud-
erdale, Fla.; Dallas; Denver;
Boston; Chicago; Oakland, Calif.;
and London. The company directly
employs 140.

Air Chef tailors its menus to re-
gional tastes. The mango mousse
has been popular among Florida
travelers. o

Do you have a favorite in-flight meal 
or caterer you’d like to see featured here?

Contact us at editor@bjtonline.com 
or (201) 444-5075.

HAUTE CUISINE
The best airborne creations 

from topflight caterers.

The dish: A light, sweet mango mousse served in a chocolate shell and topped with
fresh seasonal berries, from the caterer’s south Florida regional menu. 

The caterer: Air Chef, (800) 247-2433, www.airchef.com.

CORRECTION
In the title of the chart on page 8 of our last issue that

compared the inventory trends of four jets, we erro-
neously labeled all of them “super mid-size.” In the same
chart, the aircraft listed simply as “Gulfstream” should
have been labeled “Gulfstream IV.” –Ed.
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Race car driver Jesse Harris with BizJet International’s Bern Kowalewski and, at left, Walter Heerdt of Lufthansa Technik.
Lufthansa owns BizJet International, which maintains the dragster’s engine.
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